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Reply to Office action of November 18, 2005 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Applicant responds to each point raised by the Examiner in the November 18, 2005 
Office action as follows: 

Drawings 

The Examiner objected to the drawings as being informal because the letters, numbers 
and lead lines were not uniform in nature throughout the figures. The figures have now been 
formalized. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §102 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-4, 6 and 9-21 as being anticipated by Sharp (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,058,633). 

The Applicant's pending claim 1 calls for "an unattached, removable catch basin adapted 
to fit into the opening in the containment sump. . (emphasis added). Similarly, claim 21 calls 
for " unattached, removable means for fitting into the means through which external connections 
may be made and fitting over the remote end ..." 

Sharp is directed to a containment assembly for a fill pipe of underground storage tanks. 
Included in the containment assembly is an open top spill compartment 25. The spill 
compartment is attached to the fill pipe in a permanent liquid-tight fashion by a gasket 51 and 
attachment means 52. As the Examiner points out, an attachment system including nuts and 
bolts is described by Sharp. Sharp, however, does not teach or suggest a removable catch basin 
or means that is unattached to the containment sump. 

Accordingly, the Applicant submits that Claims 1 and 21 are not anticipated by Sharp 
under 35 U.S.C. §102. 

Claims 2-4, 6, 9-20 and 30 are dependent on claim 1. As such, these claims are allowable 
for at least the reasons set forth above for claim 1. Claim 31 is dependent from claim 21. As 
such, this claim is allowable for at least the reasons set forth above for claim 21. 
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Claim 32 calls for "a removable catch basin . . . wherein the removable catch basin is 
removable without the use of tools." 

As noted above, the spill compartment described by Sharp is attached to the containment 
sump by an attachment means identified as nuts and bolts. Clearly, in order to securely attach 
the spill compartment to the containment sump, tools such as a wrench and/or pliers would 
necessary. As such, these tools would also be necessary to remove the spill compartment. Thus, 
Sharp does not teach or suggest a removable catch basin wherein the removable catch basin is 
removable without the use of tools. 



Accordingly, the Applicant submits that Claim 32 is not anticipated by Sharp under 35 
U.S.C. §102. 



The Examiner has indicated that claims 5,7 and 8 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims 
from which they depend. Claims 5, 7 and 8 have been rewritten in independent form 
incorporating all of the limitations from claims on which they depended. Accordingly, claims 5, 
7 and 8 are now in condition for allowance. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 
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